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this is the Reaſonof that talaty | 
"No ſooner one; Opinion prevails upon anorher (though al hold: the Teh 
pants is ſhakes, and the Civil Gevernment. MER 


y! that. when we, coplider the T 
ſome People far. ion (which ſhews they haves RONE, thit's. 
on. making Men moſt Natural as, well as Divine) we hays, ea] 

ing as well as: Miſ- living of that venerable W &Y 
| ; men of x bet vromg: Appreheafions of- 
ife of it;, and conſec «1h as yet too any. in 
Religion u upan which Mankind K. il readily agree 854 CAMI 
y, we:muft recur ro ſome lower bur true Þ] inciple for the pre 
re will be no Difficulty of ſucceeding. ide tha #6 i 
at Ciujlymereſt is che Foundation, and End of Civil Government 
ionot maintain d emtire.the Grvernment moſt needs decline. The ward. 
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__ _ good {ignification of the word, -and” which. I mean, & 4 Leg? Endeavonr toheeg 
=. _ Rights, or augment honeſt Profits, whether it be in a private Perſon or a Society, _ By 
GOVERNMENT, ]underftanda J»f an# Equal Conftitetion; where Might is abt 
_ Reght, but Laws rule, and not the wils or Power of Men ; for that were plain 
EI I gp arote x I IN IN NN IAIN NAIR 7 oo AY 
ker Goverment muſt have a Supream Authority in. it ſelf to Decermine, and 
 notto be Superceeded or Controuled by any other Power, for theg it would net - 

be a Government, bur a SubjeRion, which is a plain ContradiQion. 

iow © 9 ET ag the Terms of the. Principle I have lad down, I repeat 

it, Viz. That Civil Intereſt i the Faundetion and Endof Civil Government, and prove 
it thus, The&Scodof the-W hole is the R:ſe andExd of Governments but the Good 
of the Whole muſt needs be the Intereſt of the #hole, and Conſequently the intereft 

of the whole is the Reaſon,and Exd of Government. None can-ftumble at the , 
Word Gogd, for every man may eaſily and-fafely Interpret that to himſelf, ſince 
he muſt needs believe ; 'tis Good for him to be preſerv'd in an pndiſturt*d Poſe. * 
ſeſſien of bis Civil Rights, according to the Free and Fuft. Lars of the Land, and © © | 
the C&aſtruQion be makes for himſelf will ſerve bis Neighbour, . and ſo the | | 
whole Society. | ' j5 
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perience teaches, that Plenty of People is the prone cg of « Wiſe and f 
Good Government ; - as that is, where Vice is corrected and Vertte encourag'd, 
” and Af taken in and ſecured in Civils, that have the ſame Civil Iatereft with-the 

© Government. os LATTE, No ie Fr-. -þ 
| © -ButastheGwg and Intereſt of the Whole is the Riſe and End of Government, ſo 
_ © muſt it ſuppoſe, thar the whv/e (which takes in all-Partics) concurs inſecking the 
Good of the Governinent, for the Reaſon'cf the Government will not ſuffer ir % 
' to proteR thoſe that are Enemies roits Conftiturion' and Safety , for fo it would 
| admit of fomerhirig dangerous tothe Sociery, for the Security of which,Covernment 
OSS. > he TT PS ug RC: os 
-Ity 1ll follow, that thoſe that own another temporal Power ſoperior .to the Go- 
yernment they properly belong to, make themſelves SubjeQs not'of the Govern- | 
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ment they are born under, but to that Authority which they ayow to be' 


knowledge to be foveraign : Bur thole that own, embrace and obey rhe Govern; 


ment of their own Country as their temporal ſupream Authority, and whoſe Ins 
tereſt is one and the ſame with thar of their own proper Goyernment, oughtrobg | 


valued and proteted by that Governmear. 


The Principle thus far lyes General, 1 will now-bringitto our own Caſe: © * 
ENGLAND is a Country Popalos and Proteſtant, and though under fome Dif 
feats withia it (elf, yer the Crvi/ intereſt is the ſame, and in-loine ſenſe 'the Revigicws 
roo, For firſt, all Engliſh Proteflants, whether Conformifts or Nonconformiſts agree 
in this, that they only owe Altegiance and Subjeition wnto the Civil Grvernment of 'Engj 
land, andoffer any Security in their power to-give of their Truth in this Matter; 


| Andinthe next place, they donot only confequentially diſclaim the Pope's Sopre- 


_ macy, andall adhefion to ferreign Authority ander any Pretence, but therewith de- 
ny -andgppoſle the Romiſb Religion, as it ſtands degenerated from Scripture, and the 


feſt and pureft Ages of the Church, which makes up a great Negative Wnion, | © 
. Þ Andi cannot be unknown to men read in the Reatons of the Reformation, that 
a Proteſtariow made by the German Reformers againit the Imperial Eaiits of Charles 


the fifth, impoſing Romiſb Traditions, gave beginning to the word Froteſbant.. 


- In ſhore; It is the /vrerefof the Rulins or Church- Proteftant: of England, thatthe 


Pope ſhould have no Claim or Power ia Eng/and. Ik is 2}(o the Intereftof the Diſ- 
ſenting Proteſtants, that the Pope ſhould have no Claim or Power here in” Exp/and, 
beoaadiibey are ſubje& to the ſame Miſchiefs and Sutferingsin their Civit and Re- 
ligious Rights that the Church Proteſtants arc liable to : if then both/are [iks'$0 
loſe by Pope and Forraign Authority, their Iarereft muſt needs be one againſt Pope afid 
—_ Author ity', and if they have but ORC Intereſt, It will low, chit the 
CDurcy 

de fbroy bis own Intereſt. 2233 2429 1420068” 
The Civil: intereff of Engliſh Proteſtants being thus the ſame, and theinReli- 
gious-laterc roo,lo far as concerns a Negative to the Hſurpation 4nd Error of Rotiie z 


da: hambly-ask,-:if ir be the Intereft of the Government, to expoletholt xo Mi- 


ſary that have aw» other Civil Intereſt chin THAT of the Government 7" Or if it be 
juſt or equal that the Weete#{hould be proſecuted by the i#ore Powerfat-'Proceftan 
whoſe Intereſt is Poſotively rhe [ame in Civils, and'is Religion Negatively One wou 
think *twere Reaſonable thatthey' ſhould nor ſuffer by Froreffenrs, Whit if Pipary 
ever: havea day; are likely to ſuffer with them, and that upon the pong hvjay 
Experience tells us, ' That the wiſeſt ArchireFs lay chew Foundativns broad-afid 
frong;-.and raiſe their' Squares and StruQure'by the moſt exaQt 'Rules' of Ar, 
chat the Fabrick __— ſcare againft the Violence of ſtorms ; but if People nuift 


be deftroy'd by t frhe ſacme-lhtereſt, truly that reyef-will ſtand bur Totter- 
ingly, and every breath of Oppoſition will beready ro\ſhakeir;» ys er 2dr, 


'Twas the Inconfurable anſwer Chrift made to the Blalphemers of that Þ; wer by. w 


which he wrought Afiracles; A Kingdom dbvided a:4inff it ſelf cannit find: Whian 
he ſaid then, let me on another occalion fay tiow, an Prereſt divided-sgainf it folf 


- muſs fall; LE EE NEL bad 3h . RTE 601 DEN IEE 
I SORE Meq will cake Fireatchis;. and 'by Crying The CHURCH; The 
CHURCH, hope te filence all Arguments of this Nature; 'Bur th { 
+ me, if Ipay no- manterof Regard to their Zeal, and hold their Devetiol both 
Ignorant and Dangerous at this'time. - Ieis-not the way'to fill: the*Chareti; to 
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ro the Government of their own Country, and conſequently men of anorher Invt-:  -; 


Proteſtants cannot prejudice the Diſſenting- Proteſtant, bug he muſt weakews bd © | 
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Deſtroy the People. A Church without Pecple-is a Contradiction, eſpecially 
when the Scripture tells us thar 'tis the People that makes the Chuxeh. 
-And 'tis not without an appearance ef Reaſon that ſame good & wile mea are ap: 

rchenſive,that the greateft Sricklers for Perſecuting Proteſtant Diſſenters in tavour 
of the Church of England,are men addicted and devored to the Church of Rowe, or at 
leaft avimared by ſuch as are ; who, ditparing of doing any great Feats, if known, 
hide themſelves under thele prerences; but the meaning of it is to debilitate the Pro- 
reftant cauſe in general, by exciting the Church of Exg/end to deſtroy all other Pro- 
teftant Intereſts in theſe Kingdoms, that lo nothing may remain for Popery to con- 
fi with but the few Zealous abetrors of that Church.. | 

And thatthis may not look difingeauous, or like a Trick of mine. I will enforce 

itby a demonſtration. Ir is plain faCt, that the Church of Rome hath ever ſince the 
Reformation praQtic'd the Reſtoration of her Religion and Power in theſe King: 

doms. TItis as evident that Religion is with her a word for Civil Jztereft, that 1s, 
that ſhe way have the Rule over men both Body and Soul. For 'tis Government ſbe 
aims at, to have the rains of Power in her hand, to give Law and weild the Scepter. 
\. Todo this ſhe miſt either have a greater iatereſt then the Proteftants rhatare now 
in poſſeſſion, or elſe divide their Jatereſt, and fo weaken them by themſetves, and 
make them Inſtruments to her ends. That her own force is Inconfiderable is 
clear : She has nothing within Doors to give her hope bur the Dzſcord of Proteflants. 
It follows then that ſhe muſt of neceſſity beſtir her ſelf and uſe her Arts to enflame 
the reckoning among Proteſtants, and carry their Diſſents about Religious matters 
ro a-divifios in the Civil Imtereſt, ' And itis the moreto be fear'd, becauſe whatever 
ſhe has been ro others, ſhe has been ever true to her ſelf. | 
_ "If this then be the o»/y domeſtick Expediecnt left her, were ſureſhe will uſe it ; 
. and if fo, it'muſt needs be of. great Importance with all Prozeftents to let fall their 
private Animoſities, and take all poſſible care that their d;jexrs about Faith or 
Worthip(which regard the other World)divide not their AﬀeCtion and Judgment 
about. the Commonand Civil Intereſt of their Country :: becauſe if chat be kepr 
entire, it equely fruffrates the deſigns of Rome, as if you were of oze Religion. For 
fince, as I ſaid before, Relzgion, with the great men of that Church, is nothing elſe 
but a ſofter word for C:vi/Zmpire,preſerve you but yourCivil Intereſt from fgaRion, 
and you are in that ſenſe of oxe Religion too; and that ſucb an one, as you need nor 
fear the temptation of Smithfield, 1f you will but be true to it. | 
_ This being the caſe, I would take leave to ask the Zea/ow Gentiemen of the Exng- 

' tifþ Church, 1f Conformity to the faſhion of their worſhip be dearer to them thew 

- Englands ixereſ# and the Cauſe of Proteftancy? if their love. ro Church-Govern- 
"meat be greater then to rhe Church and her Religion, and to their Country 
| and her Laws? or laftly, whether in caſe rhey are Gancere in their Allega: - 
tions. for: the Church (which I_ confeſs ingenuouſly I am apr to ſuſpe&) it is 

to be ſuppoſed that the preſent Church-men (Conformiſts I mean) are better ablc of 
themſelvesto ſecure Proteſtancy and ovr Civil Intereſt againſt the Attempts of Rome. 
then in ConjunFion with the Civil Intereſt of all ProteflantDiſſemers? If they ſav yes.l 

.. would have them ar the ſame rime,for the ſame reaſon,to give it under their Hands, 
that 'tis a ſtanding Rule in 4ritbmerick, that ONE is more then SIX, and that hi- 
therto we haye been all miftaken in the art of Numbers. 

"Being brought to this pinch, I conceive they muſt ſay, that they had rather de- 
-Jiver up their Ch#rch rothe Power and Defigns of Pepery, then ſuffer Diſſenters to live 
. freely among them, though Proteftant, of one negative Religitn, and of the. ſame Civil 
;” Imtereſs , or elſe haſten to break thoſe bonds that: are laid upon Diſſenters of truly 
tender and. (by experience) of peaceable Conſeiences ; and-by Law eſtabliſh the 


m" | 


free Exerciſe of their Worſhip to Almighty God, that the Fears, Fealoufier, Dif- 
affetion and Diſtration, that. now affect the one common Intereſt of Proteſtants, 
may beremoved; for it ſeems impoſlible to preſerve a diſtinct Intereſt from both, 
But to which of theſe they may incline. I muſt not determine; and yet I hope, they 
will not be of the mind of a late Adozk of Culler, that in his publick Exerciſe ex- 
horted the Crvil Magiſtrates to chule to have rheir City por and Catholick, that is 
Popiſb. rather then great and Opalent by the Admiſſion of rrading Hereticks, but if 
they ſhould, may our Magiffrates have art leaft their Prudence , for the Calexers 
gave him the kearing,but were as tre to their Intereſt as the Adonk to his Superſtition. 

Under favour, the Civil Government 15 greatly concern'd to diſcountenance 
ſuch B:ggotrys, for it Thins the People, Leſſens Trade, Creates Jealoufics, and £2. 
dangers the Peace and Whalth of the Whole, And with Submiſhon, of whar 
ſhould the Civil Magiftrate be more tender, than in ſuffering the Civil Intereſt of a 

cat People to be diiturb'd and narrow 'd for the Humor of any one Party of them ? 
for ſince the Civil 7»tereft lies as large, as the People of that Intercſt,zhe people muſt 
be preſerved in order to preſerve that Common Intereff. Other Notions ever did di- 
videand weaken Empire, and in the end they have rarely miſt to pull the Oid 
Honſe about their Ears, that have govern'd themſelves by ſuch dilproportionable 
meaſures : By all means, intereft the AﬀeQions of the People 18 the Proſperity of 
the Government, by making the-Government a SECURITY to their perticular 
Rights and Properties, 


T ask, if more-Cuſtom comes not to the King, and more Trade tothe Kingdom 
by encoursging the Labour and Traffick of an Epiſcopelian, Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent, 'Quaker and Anabaptiſt, than by ag Epiſcope/ran only ? It this be true, why 
ſhould the reſt be render'd uncapable of Trade, yea, of Living ? What Schiſm ot 
Hereſy is there in the Labour and Commerce of the Anebepriſft, Quaker, Incepen- 
gent and Presbyterien,more than in the Labour and Traffick of the Epifcopelian? 

I beſeech you give me leave,is there ever a Church-man in England.that in diſtreſs 
.would refuiec the Curteſie of one of theſe Diſſencers ? It one of chem ſhould ka 
to fall iatv a Pond or Ditch, would he deny ro be helpt out by a Diſſenters Hand? 
Is it to be ſuppoſed, he would in ſuch a pickle be Stomachful,znd chuſero lie there, 
and be Smother'd or Drowned, rather than owe Aid to the good Will of a poar 
Phaxatick?Or if his Houſe were on Fire,may we think that he would have it rather 
burnt tothe ground.than acknewledge its Preſcrvation to a Nen-conformiff? Would 
not the AF be Orthedox,whatever were the Man? So in ciſe of being Sick, Imprifon'd, 
Beet, Benighted, out of the Way, far from Kindred or Acquaintence, with an hun- 
; dred other caſes that may happen daily, can we think, that iuch Men would ask 

ueftions for Conſcience ſake, or charge Schiſmz upon the Relief given them ? No, 
no Self will always be true to its /»tereZ#, Jet Superſtition murter what it will. 

But fince the 13duſtry, Rents and Taxes of the Difſenrers are as currant as their 
Neighbours, who loſes by ſuch narrowneſs more than England, than the Go- 
verament and the Magiſtracy ? For till it be the /zteref# of the Farmer to deſtroy 
his Flock, to flarve the Horſe he rides, and the Cor that gives him Milk, it cannot be the 
Intereſt of England to let a great part of her Sober & Uſeful Inhabirants be deſtroy'd 
about things that concern another World. And 'tis to be hop'd that the Wiſdom 
and Charity of our Governors will better guide them both to their own real In- 
tereft and their Peoples Preſervation, which are inſeparable, that ſo they may 
not Stearve them for Religion,that are as willing a5 able to WORK for the good of King 
and Country. | 

I beſeech you,letNatwreſpeak,who is ſo much'a betterFriend to Humane Society, 
than Falſe or Froward Opizies,that ſhe often reQifies the Miſtakes of a Prejudiced 

| | B Edu- 
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Education, that we thay ſay, how Kind, how' Gentle, how Helpful does ſhe teach 
us tobe toeach other, till that Make-bate OP INION {falfly call'd Religion) bey 
gins the Jangle and Foments to Hatfed. | 
All the ProduQtions of Nature are by Love, «nd ſball Religion prepagate Ly Force? 
If we cor:ſfider the poor Hep, ſhe will teach us Humanity. Nature does not only 
learn her to hatch, but to be tender over her Feeble Chickens, that they may not 
bc a Prey to the Kite. All the Seeds and Plants that grow forthe Uſe and Nouriſh- 
menr of Man.are produced by the kind and warm imlucnces of rhe S$uz. Nothing 
bur kindxe/s keeps up Humane race :- Men and Women don't get Childrenin Spighr, 
but Afﬀet/ion. *Tis wonderful to think by what Friendly and Gentle ways Nature 
produce, and matures the Creaturcs-of the World : and that Re/ig7on ſhould 
teach us to be Froward and Crucl, is Lamentable : This were to make her the Exc« 
my inftead of the Refforer of Nature. But I think, we may without Offence 
ſay, That fince True Religion gives Men Greater Mildneſs and Goodneſs than they 
had before, that Relizzow which teaches them /eſs, muſt needs be Falſe. Whar 
ſhall we lay then, but that even Nature is a truer guide to Peace, and better in- 
forms us to preſerve Civil Intereſt, then falſe Religion, and conlequently, that we 
ought to be true to the Natural and Juſt Principles of Society, and not ſuffer one 
of them to be violated for Humor or Opinion. Nor is every Diffteren:e in Opinion to 
' be: reputcd or Nick- named a New or Different Religion, 

Ler us go together as far 45 our way lies, and Preſerve our Unity in thoſe Prin- 
ciples, which maintain our Civil Society. This is our Common and our Juſt In» 
tereft, all Proteſtant» Diſſenters agree in this, and it is both Wile ane Righteons to- 
admit no FraQtion uponthis Pad, no Violence upon this Concord. For the conſe- 

uence of permitting any thing to break in upen the Principles of Humane Society, 
that is Forreignto the Nature of it, will diſtraft and weaken that Society. 
We know, that in all Plantations the Wiſdom of Planters 1s well aware of this : 
let us but<confider,that the ſame ways that plantCountries,”uff be kept ro for pre- 
ſewing the Plantation, elſe 'twill quickly be Depopulated. h 
That Country which is Falſe to its firſt Principles of Government, and miſtakes 
or divides its'Common and Popular Intereſt, muſt Unavoidably Decay. | And Jet me 
ſay, That had there been this Freedom granted Eighteen Years ago, Proteſtancy 
had been too Potent for the Enemies of it ; nor had there been thoſe Diviſions for 
Pepery to make its advantage by , atleaſt, not in the Civil Intereſt of the Nation. 
And where that has been preierv'd entire, it has been never able ro Prevail : Wit- 
neſs the careful Government of Ho/land,where the Preſervation of their Civil Inte- 
reſt from FraQtion hath Secur'd them againſt the ome of Popery, though it be al- 
moft Toleratcd by them : So powerful are the EffeQs of an United Civil latereft in 
Government. Now becauſe the Civil Intereſt of this Nations the Preſervation of the 
Free and Legal Government of _ «ll Subje tion toForreign claim,and that the (eve- 
ral ſorts of Proteſtants are united,as in the common Protetancy(that is,a General Renun- 
c/ation of Rome) lo in theMaintenance of this Civi/ Government as a common Securi- 
ty (forit ſtrikes both at theirRights.Civil and Sacred, their Conſcience,Religicn and 
Law to admit any 'Forreign Juriſdi&tion bere) it muſt follow,that had theſe ſeveral, 
as well Engliſh as Protetam,Partics been timely encourag'd to this united Civil In- 
tereſt,” they had- ſecur'd the Government from this danger by rendering it too for- 
midable for the Attempt: | 


- "But there is a twofold Miſtake that I think fit to remove. Firſt, That the difference 
betwixtProteſtants 8 their Diſſenters is generally manag'd.as if it wereCivil. Second- 
+,Thediffterence betwixtPepiff & Proteſtant is carried on,as if it were chiefly Re/igiow. 
Tothe Firfl, Ifay, 'Tis plauſible, bur falſe, it is an Artifice of i men ” en- 
| ame 
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flame the Government againſt gocd People, to make baſe Enc's by other Mens 
Ruin ; whereas they that diſſent, are at a Ne p/s ultra on the behalf of the Englith 
Government, as well as themſelves. They neither acknowledge nor ſubmit to 
any other Authority, They hold tbe oxe common Civil Head, and hut only ac quiels 
inthe Diſtributzon of Juſtice by Law ; but embrace it as the beſt part of their 24474 
2), So that fhe difterence between Prozeftants and their D:ſſexrers is purely Retz 
giows, and moſtly about Church-Government, and ſome Forms of Worthip. appre- 

ended to be not ſo pure and Apoſto/ical as could be deſired ; and here it is, that 
Tenderneſs ſhould be exercis'd,it in any caſe in the World, or St. Paul 1s Miftaken, 


But as to the Secoxxd, under CorreCtion, the caſe is alter'd, for though it be moſts 
ly manag'd.on the ſide of Religion, The great Point is meerly Eivz, and ſhould 
never be otherwiſe admitted or underſtood, For want of chis cauticn Proteſtants 
ſuffer themſelves to be drawn into tedious Controverſies about Religion.and give 
oecaſion to the Profeſſers and Favourers of that way to exclaim agaiaft them,as Pey ſe- 
cutors for Religion, who had reprobated ſuch Severity in the Papifts to their Anceſtors 
(a moſt plauſible and very often a ſuccesful Plea) when 1n reality rhe difference is 
not ſo much Religiows as Civil, Not but that there is a vaſt contrartety in Doarine 
and Worſhip too ; but this barely ſhould not be the cauſe of our ſo great diſtance, 
and that Proviſion the Laws make againſt them 3 bur rather that Fundamental in. 
conſiftancy they carry with them to the Security of the Exzliſh Government and Con- 
ftitution, unto which they belong, by acknowledging a Forreign JurisdiQion 1n 
theſe Kingdoms, So that drawing into Queſtion and Danger the Conſtitution and 
Government, to which Scripture, and Nature and Civil Pat oblige their Fidelity and 
Obedience, there ſeems a Diſcharge upon the Civil Government irom any further 
carcof their ProteQion, that make it a piece of Conſcience ro ſeek its Ruin, and which 
is worle, a Principle, not to be informed of better thinzs, for even here not Reaſon 
or Law, but the Pope muſt be Judge. _ 

This being the Brief and Modeſt ſtate of the Caſe, I muſt retura to my firſt 
great Principle, That Civil Intereſt is the Foundation and End of Civil Goyernmem ; 
and thac how much Men deſert the Intereſt of a Kingdom, ſo much they wound and 
Swbvert the Goverament of it. 1 appeal to all Wile and Confiderate Men of the 
Truth of this by the preſent Poſture of Aﬀeairs and their proper Cauſes, 


To come then to our Point, Shall Engliſh Men by E»2/iſþ 3ex, anl Proteſtants 
by Proteſtants be. Free or Oppreſt ? Thar is, whether ſhall we receive 2s Engliſh 
men 4zd Proteſtants, thoſe that have no other Civil Intereſt than that which is purely 
Engliſh, and who ſincerely profeſs ani embrace the ſame Proteftation, for which the 
Antient Reformers were ftiled Proteſtants, or for the ſake of Humour or Baſe Ends diſ- 
own them, and expoſe them and their Families to utter miſery? _y 


I would hope better of our great Church: mens Charity and Prudence ; but 
if they ſhould be ſo unhappy as 10 keep to their old meaſures, and till play the 
Gawdy but empty Name of Church againſt the Civil Intereſt and Religion of the 
Nation, they will ſhew themſelves deſerted of God, and then how long it will be. 
before they will be {cen and left of all ſober men, letthem Judge. For to ſpeak 
freely, after all this Lighs that is now in the world, no Jeznorance can excuſe ſuch 
Zeal,nor will wiſe men believe it to be either, but a Trick to weaken Proteffancy.that 
her declared Enemy may with leſs hazard gain the Chair. And there is not ſo - 
mueh reaſon to fear Profeſt Roman Catholicks, as thole Gentlemen, who yaluing 
themſelves by their reſpeQs to the Church and tenderneſs of her 1»depenaent ho- 
nour, have the opportunity with leſs ſuſpition of letting in Popery at the back- door, Theſe 
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are the men that pay off the Phexatick ig the Name of the Church, but for the 
good of the Pope, to whole account thoſe endeavours muſt be placed. _ | 

But it will go a great way to our Deliverartce if we are not Careleſs to obſerve 
the Secret workings of thoſe that have vow'd our Miſery ,8 of them ſuch, as arc in 
M:ſckarade, and wear the Guize of Friends are moſt Dangerous: Bur ſome 
Mea are Pur-blind, they can ſee Danger as near as their Noſe, biiffia a Difficulty, 
that is not a Foe from them, they are Preſumprive, Xafl and not to be govern'd, 
Could ſome Church-men but ſee the Irreparable Miſchicfs that will attend them (if 
ſincere to their preſent Profeſſion) unleſs prevented by a Modeſt and Chriftian cons 
deſcenfion to Diſſenting' Proteſtant Ghriftians, they would never ſuffer themlclves 
to be Miſ guided by Stiff and Rigid Principles at this time of: day. 

If Chriftianity, that moſt Meck and Self denying Religion, cannot prevail upon 
them, me thinks the Power of Intereſt, and that Se/f*iztereſ# roo, ſhould have 
ſome Succeſs.for in thoſe caſes they uſe not to be obſtinate. 

But I cxpr& it ſhould be told me, That thi s the way to Ruin the Church, axd let in 
PT Anarchy in Religion : Cujus contrarium verum., Iam glad to obviate this, before 
I leave you, ſeeing che Contrary is moſt true ; for it leaves the Church and Church. 
wenas they are, with this Diſtinaion, that whereas cow Conformity 15s Coercive, 
which is Popiſb, it will be then Perſwaſtve, which is Chriſtiav, And there may be 
ſome hopes, when the Parſons, deftitute of che Magiftrates Sword, ſhall of neceſ- 
fity enforce their Religion by good Doarine and holy Living ; nor ought they to 
murmur, for rhat which ſatistied Chrift and his Apoſtles thould ſatisfie them : 
His Kingdom us not of this World, therefore they ſhould not Fight for him, if they 
would be his Servers and the Children of his Kingdom, Chriſt and not Civil Force 
15 the Rock his Church is built upon. Nor indeed has any thing fo Tar-»ifbt the 
Gauſe of Proteflency, as the Profeſſors of it betaking themſelves to worldly Arms to 
propagate their Religion. David could not wear Saw!'s Armer, and trac Prote- 
ſtents cannot uſe Popsſh Weapons, Impoſition and Perſecution. In ſhort, 'Tis the 
very Intereſt of the Church of Exg/end, to preſerve the Civil Intereſt entire, or elle 
Popery will endanger all ; but that cannot be unleſs all of that Civil Intereſt be pre- 
ſerved, therefore Prorefact-Diſſenters ſhould be indulg'd. 


But ſome will ſay, There © 4 Difference even among Diſſenters , Some wif! pive « Se- 
curity to the Civil Government by taking the Oaths ; others will ot, ad be it threugh 
' Tenderne(s, how ao we know,but Papiſts will ſbrow d themſelves under the Wings of ſuch 
Diſſemters , and ſo in Tulerating Proteflant Diſſenters to fortify Protefbancy, in reality 
Popery will be hereby ſbelter'd incognito. 
IAogſwer, Firf, That ſuch Oarbs are little or no Security to any Government, 
- and though it may give ſome «fey ro the Fealowfic of Governors, they never had 
the Effect defired. For neither in Private Caſes. nor yet in Publick Tranſactions 
have Men adber'd to their 04ths, but their Iztere#, Hetbatis a Kneve, was never 
made Honeſt by an 0arb: nor is it an Oath, but Honefty, that keeps Honeſt -men furh. 
Read Story and conſult our Modern Times, tell me what Government ftood the 
firmer or longer for them? Men may take them for their own Advantage, or to 
avoid Loſs and Puniſhment : But the Queſtion is, What real Benefit, or Security 
comes thereby to the Government ? It 1s certain they have often exſnared « Good 
Man, but never caught exe Kneve yet: we ought not to put fo rom a Value upon 
Oathi, as to render the Security of our Goverament ſolow and hazardous. 

God's Providence and the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors have found out a better 
Teft for us to reſt upon, and that is our Commos Intereſt and the Laws of the Land. 
DULY executed : Theſe are the Security of our Government. | 

For example, a Men Swears he will not Plot, yer Plots ; pray what ry is 

Ti this 
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this 04th to the Goverament ? But though 'ris evident,that this be no Securityztbat 
Lav which Hengs him for Plotting,is an «#queftionable one, $0 that 'tis not for wiſe 
Governours, by Swearing men to the Goverament to think to ſecure it z bur all 
having agreed to the Laws,by which they are to be governed, '/et axy Miz break 
them at bis Peril, Wherefore good Laws, and a Juſt Execu#iox of them, and agc 
Oaths, are the Nutural and real Security of 4 Government. $7 | 
Bat next, though ſome may ſcruple the Oaths, 'tis not for the ſake of the Mat- 


| ter ſo mueh as Form, which you know is not the cafe of Rowan Catholicks (pray 


diftinguiſh) and thoſe very Perſons, whoever they be of Proteflant-Diſſemters, I 
dare ſay,they will very cheerfully promiſe their Allegiance on the ſame Penalries, 
and fubſcribs any Renwnciation of Pope and Forreign Authority, which the Art of man cau 
Pen; nor ſhoukd it be hard for you ro believe they ſhould ſubſcribe wharithey: have 
alwayes liv'd. Dy | : 
To thar part of the ObjeQion, which mentions rhe danger of Papiits concealing 
themſelves under the EharaZer of Proteſtant Diſſemters;, under Favour I ſay, i 
is moſt reaſonable to believe, that thoſe who will deay their Faith upon record,as 
thoſe that ſubſcribe your Declaration do, will ſwallow the Oazbs too z for the De- 
claration flatly denys the Religion, bur the 0ths only the Pope's Supremacy, which 
even ſome of themſelves prerend to rejeA. Therefore thoſe that can fincerely 
ſubſcribe the Declaration, cannot be Papiffs, | 53.8 W710 
If it be yet objefted, rhat Pxpiſts may have Diſpenſatiens to ſublcribe the Tef, or 
a Pardon, when they have doneit; Ianſwer, they may as well have Diſdenſarions 
to take the Ozths or Pardons when they have taken them, and theſe laft ſix Meneths 
prove as much, There is no Fence againſt rhis Flail : Arithis .rate they may 
as well be Proteſtants, as Proteſtent- Diſſewters , Miniſters or Biſbops in Churcheg, as 
Speskers or Preachers in Adecting-houſes : Nay, 'tis more probable, where there is 
leaſt Suffering, and moſt Preferment. But this Obje#ion only ſhews the weakneſs of ' 
both Oaths ani Declaration for the Putpoſe intended, and.not, that they can hide 
themſelves more under one People then another. For they that canhave a.Diſpen- 
ſation orParden for one a&t,can have. it for another;eſpecially when the water ot the * 
Declaration is of a more general weight to them, then that of the Oeatbs ;'all which 
confirms my former Judgment of the Inſecuricy of ſuch Oath5ro anyGovernment. -. 
Give me [cave then upon this to ask you, if you will bring acerra#n Rein upon 
any Proteſtent-Diſſenters for the ſake of ſuch an #xcertain Security to yaur {elves ? 
for this is the Queſtion , I beſeech you to weigh it as becomes wiſe and good men, 
ſhali they be Reprobated for tenderly refuling,what being perform's, 'cannot ſave 


6r {ecure you ? | 
Conſider, you have no reaſon to believe, but thoſe that are afow'd to ſubſcribe 


the Declaration, or that will be perdow'd, when they have doneit, may be «low'd to 


take the Oaths,or will be perdon'd and abſolv'd,when they have taken them : but you. 
are certain on the other fide, that the Impofing of the 04rhs will be a great Snare to 
many Proteſtant. Diſſentersthat love the Government, and renounce both Pope and 
Papery; They will be ruin'd;which to me is of the nature of an Argument for thoſe 
People: for their nor taking the 0aths, proves plainly, they have no'Di/pen'stions 
nor hopes of 4bſo/utiez, and therefore no Papis ; ſhall they chea lie under the Se- 
verities intended againſt Papiits, who have none of their Di/penſations or Abſoluti- 
ons to deliver them trom them. This is (with Submifhon, but in plain terms) to 
make the caſe 'of the Kingdom worſe; for_it deſtroys thoſe who are not Guilty, 
and whom, I believe, you would not deftroy. 

Having brought the matter to this, I ſhall firſt offer you a new TeF ; Next, the 
ways of rakingit, with moſt aggravation againſt the Prty rejefting or breaking it z 
And laſtly, haw you may ſecure your ſelves from Papi#s dilguizing themle! yes 
:#mong Proteflent-Diffenters , that ſo nothing may remain a Remors in the way, that 
ſhall not be removed, to leave you 2 IM and even Path to Peace and Safety. 

| The 
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The New TEST. 


J. A.B. 4s ſolemnly. and in good Conſcience, in the fi;ht of Ged and Men, ackmomnledge 
and declare, that King Charles the ſecond is Lawtul King of this:Realm, and ail 
e Dominions thereunts belonging. And ihat neither the Pope ner See of Rome, 
wor any elſe by their Apthority have Right in any Caſe to Depoſe the King,or Diſpoſe of hu 
Kingdom, or «pon any ſcore whatever toabſolve bis Subjects of their Obedience, or ia 
| give leaue to any of them to Plot or Conſpire the Hurt of the King's Perſon, bis State 
er People; and chat ah ſuch Pretences and Power are Falle, Pernicious avd Damnahle. 
« And ao further pucerely profeſs, and in good Conſcience declare, that I do net beljeve, | 
that the Pope.is Chrilt's Vicar, or Peter's Lawful Succeiſor, or hat He or the See of | 
Rome ſeveral! or joynily are the Rule of Faith or Judge of Controverlie, or that they - if 
cau ablolve Sins: er de 1 believe, there « aPurgatory after Death, or that Saints | 
ſhould be pray'd r0,07 Images in any ſenſe be worſhip'd, Nor do 1 believe, that there is 
«ny Tranſubſtantiation/x4ke Lord's Supper, or Elements of Bread axd Winc at or 


—— 


#fter the Comſecration thereof by any Perſon whatſoever. But 1 dofirmiy believe, that 
the Preſent Communion of the Roman-Catholick Church « both Superſtitious and 
Idolatrops. 4nd «thi 7 do acknowlegpe, intend, profeſs aud declare without any 
Equivocation.or reſerv'd,or other Senſ(e,ches the plain and uſual Signikcation of zbeſs | 
wards axcording tothe real Intention of che Law-makers «nd ihe common Acgep- 

tation of all xrue Proteſtants. , | | | ; 


This is the Teff I offer ; large in Matter, becauſe comprehenſive of 04ths ang \..&- 0 
Teftyoo, pet brief in words. .. | « R 
 Thenext thing is the Wayes of taking it with moſt Aegrovetrion.upon the Reffis 
fers or Violaters of it. 3% & SEW [::1& 5» 

- x. That in all Cities and great Towns, notice be given by the Magiſtrates 
thereof tothe Inhabitants of every Ward or Pariſb to appear on ſugh aday, be it 
* New-Tears-Dey.07 edxe {day rather (when the Pope Corfes al ototoly 
publick Hall or other places of Commerce, where the Magiftr«tes ſhall firſt open- - | 
«inp cot & Sea/ the Teff, Then that it be read again by the proper Officer of | 
e Placeto the Feople, and that thoſe that take it, do ewdilkly prowemnce the words Ec 
after him that reads it, and when they have fo done,that they ſubſcribe and ſeal-it. 
That ſuch Subſcriptions be Regifter d, and Copies of each Pariſþ's Subſcription | 
rraaſmitted to the Periſh,and Afﬀixt upon ſume publick Place for all that will to ſee. 
That in the Countries the Pariſhes of each Hazdred or Rape may be likewiſe ſum- 
mon'd to appear upon the Day aforeſaid at the headeMerkes Town in the fxid Hun- 
dred or--Rape, and that the Fs ices of the Peace within that part of -the Country | 
ſhall firſt:reed, fwbſeribe and ſes! the ſaid Teft in view of the People, and then-rhar 
the People ſay, ſubſcribeand ſeal the Teſt, as'is before expreſt. Whick being done, . 
letthe ſaid Swbſcriptiovs be colleted into one Volumn, and kept in the County q 
Court as a Book of Record, and that to cach Pariſh be tran(mitted a Copy of the 
faid Pariſb's. Subſcription, to be affixt upon ſome publick Place withias the (aid Parifp 
for all ro ſee,that pleaſe. ; | 
Lefth, Letthis be done Annually, that is, upon every: New-Years Day or Aſb- 
wedneſday, 2s 2 perpetual Teftimeny of the Peoples AﬀeCtion to the King and Govern- = 
mext, andtheir Abborrence of the Praftices of Rome. 4 | 
The Abuſe of this Diſcriminatian ſhould be very Penal z for'tis a great Lye up- | 
on a Man's own Conſcience and a Cheat put upon the. Goverament: Your Wiſ- 
dom can beft.preportion and dire the Puniſhment ; but it can ſcarcely be too (6- 
vere, as our Buſineſs ftands. "iN 
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But as in caſe of ſuch Hypocriſie « ſevere Penalty ſhould be infliged, 
let Proviſion be made, that if any Perſon ſo ſubſcribing ſhould be afterwards call'd 
by the Name of Feſ«it or Papiff, without very good Proof, it ſhould be deew'd and 

| F Peace, yet fo, as that the Penalty 

may be remitted at the Requeſt of the Abuſed Party. 5 [= 2 

I ſhould think that this buſineſs, carefully done, might render needleſs my An- 
ſwer to the laſt Obiection, viz. which Way ſhall we be able to prevent Papilts from 
p<fing for Proteſtant Difſſenters, that ſo the Security prepounded to the Government be 


wot baffled by Diſguize? For no Papiſt can ſubſcribe this But he will Lye ia the Face 


of the Government and Country, and that rear/y, and upon Record too; which 1s 

ren times more then 2 Tranſient Oath, mutter'd with one word ſpoken, and another 

dropt : However, that we may carry it as far as humane Prudence can go, 
I yet offer two Expedients ; 

Firſt, That upon Jealouſie of any Perſons being a. Papiſt, or Popiſbly inclined, 
who is known to frequent the Aﬀemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, Four of that 
Party of moſt Note and ay, 4" unto which he pzetends to adhere, ſhould be 
ſummoned to appear before thoſe Fuftices of the Peace, unto whom the Complaint 
is made, to teſtifie their Knowledge of the Perſon ſuſpeRed, his Education, Princi- 
ples and Manner of Life z which way of IaſpeRion, as it goes as far as Man can 
reach, ſocanit ſcarcely fail ; for thoſe Perſons will not only diſcover their own 
Hypocrifie if they conceal him, but expoſe themſelves and their Friends to Ruin. So 
that to ſay true, the Government has the J#tereff and Security of an Emtire Party, for 


the diſcovery of wy ſuch ſu/peFed Perſon, 
B 1 


ut if this will not do, then 
Secondly, Be you pleaſed to refer the Diſcrimination of ſuſpeRed Perſons to 
the good old way of the Government ; that is, the Inquiry and Judgment of Twelve 
Men of the Neighbourhood, to Wit, a Fury, proviced always, that. they be ſuckias 
have caken or will themſelves take the T Fa elle, that they may be Exceprable by 
the Party ſuſpeted, | | | ; 

Indeed a Tood Expedient may be made out of both, for the firf may be the Eu 
dence-to the off and I think you will hardly fail of your Ends. 

I ſhall conclude with this Requeſt, Firſt to A/mighty God, that he would pleaſe 
to make us #r%ly and deeply ſenſible of hs preſent Mercies to us, and to reform our Hearts 
and Lives to improve them thankfully. And Secondly to you, that we may be loving, 
humble and diligent one to and for another ,, for as from ſuch Amendments we 
may dare promiſe great and ſuddain Felicity to Enzlexd, (o if Leoſneſs in Life, and 
Bitterneſs 18 Religion be not ſpeedily reprehended and reform'd, and the Common 
Civil Intereſt maintained entire, God will, I juſtly fear, repent he has begun to do us 
god, Adjourn the Day of our Deliverance to that of our Repentance and Mode- 
ration, and Overc#ft theſes happy Dawnings of his Favour .by a thick and diſmal 
Cloud of Confuſioa and Miſery z, which GOD AVERT ! 


Theſe things that T have written, are no wild Gueſſes or May-be's, but the Diſesſe 
and Cure, the Danger and Safety of England, in treating of which, that God that 
made the VVorld knows,I have not gratified any private Spleen or Intereſt: (for I 
am ſorry of the Occaſion) bur ſingly and conſcientiouſly intended his Honor, and 
— Good of England, to which all Perſonal and Party Conſiderations ought 
ever to ſubmit. x 


Amicus Plato, Amicus Ariſtoteles, ſed magis Amica Veritas, 1,e, Anglia. 
Your own Faithful and Moi 4fetionate 
| PHIL 'ANGLUS, 
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